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March Meeting via Zoom WVARA Repeaters (W6PIY) 
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Wednesday, March 10 0.23 Meter | 1286.2- MHz 100 Hz 
Meeting Starts at 7pm * The 6 Meter repeater is currently down 


Visitors Are Welcome! Club Net 
WVARA’s club net is on the W6PIY repeaters 


; : each Tuesday at 8:30 pm. All repeaters are 
Due to the corona virus, there will not _ |inked together during the net. The net script 


be a meeting at American Red Cross. canbe found at www.wvara.org/net.htm! . 


Zoom Meeting Information: Zoom details have been released via the WVARA 
email reflector. If you aren’t yet a WVARA member and would like to attend, 
feel free to contact me via k6ei@wvara.org for the Zoom meeting details. 


Elmering in the Age of Devices 


This month’s topic is one of interest to all 
hams. Jim Aspinwall, NO1PC, will un- 

lock the secrets of “Elmering in the Age of 
Devices” — how we can each get more 
involved in mentoring (i.e. elmering) -- help- 
ing younger folks get excited about the 
magic of ham radio. Jim points out that 
since “shop class” is a thing of the past, 
and Maker events are mostly focused on 
Arduino, robots and i-devices, there are few 
places for the average person to learn and 
really practice electronics except amateur 
radio. Mentoring by those of us in the ham 
community is the key! 


Bio: Jim was originally licensed as WN9GVF in 1970 and eventually upgraded to Extra in 2005. 
In addition to a full career in the tech world, Jim served for 8 years as a volunteer firefighter/en- 


gineer, eventually transitioning that experience into working with the California Governor’s Office 
of Emergency Services as a telecommunications deployment specialist. Jim has created and 
moderates a fantastic amateur radio Elmer forum on Facebook devoted to Amateur Radio Elm- 
ers (https://www.facebook.com/groups/AmateurRadioEI|mers) and maintains a web-site devoted 
to ham radio reference information for newcomers at http://www.No1PC.org . 


Hope to see you there! 
Jim, K6EI, WVARA Vice President 


President’s Letter 


We have seen over last year a major uptick of on the air activity. How many of us have just 
returned to known ways of operating and/or only dabbling in new activities? Even jumping back 
into the old ways can be challenging, but trying out a new mode, contest or dealing with technical 
problems mostly on your own is a huge challenge. With the internet it is easier than 20 years ago 
as there is a lot of info available at our fingertips. 


We all reach our current point in the hobby by using 2 key elements, determination to learn and 
an Elmer to support us along the way. We are fortunate to be members in a highly skilled and 
active group with world class contesters, expeditioners, DXers and builders. Our Elmer’s have 
taken time to pass on their passions and knowledge to us. Therefore, as we grow, we have the 
responsibility to pass on that passion and knowledge. 


Yet we are living in a different world in which we have physically isolated for the last year. Within 
the next few months, we all have the opportunity to get vaccines cs what will the new nome 
look like? Many of us will choose not to go back to the old Sa 
normal and decide to remain restrictive on our physical 
social activities? 


So, | challenge each of us, how do we expand our capa- 
bilities and skills we develop with remote meetings and 
webinars to Elmer others. How do we stay connected and 
share our passion and knowledge with those who choose 
to limit physical contact? As a member of WVARA what 
things can you try in the next few years to support the as- 
sociation and give back the support you have received? 


73 
Clay N5YJZ 


Page 2 


Winter Field Day in New Hampshire 
Bill Frantz, AE6JV 


Winter Field Day (WFD) is an emergency communications drill. It allows entries in one of three 
categories: 

Home, is just operating your home radio setup. 

Indoor, you’re somewhere else, but it’s insulated. 

Outdoor, you’re somewhere else, but there’s no insulation. 
The last two categories require that all set up be performed in the 24 hours before the start of the 
contest, simulating an emergency situation. 


After setup, comes the contest. The goal is to contact as many stations as you can. Using Morse 
code or a digital mode gets 2 points for each contact. Voice contacts only get 1 point. Using low 
power multiplies the score by four. Using battery power gives you a 1500 point bonus. Setting up 
outdoors gives you another 1500 points, and setting up away from home gives you yet another 
1500 points. 


During the contest, each station exchanges the number of transmitters, category, and location. 

| was 10 NH, meaning one transmitter, outdoor, and in New Hampshire. The contacts and ex- 
changes are logged, the logs are submitted to the organizer, who compares them to compute the 
final scores. 


Setting up at Rivermead 


Having done a lot of winter climbing in New Hampshire during my youth, | of course went for the 
outdoor category. That meant | needed to find a good location. | first thought about crawling into 
my mountain tent, a familiar location from my climbing days. Lying in a sleeping bag operating 
the radio would be warm and comfortable, but bending to operate the computer and the radio 
would be hard on my old body. 


Searching further, | thought of the garden shack down by the raised garden beds. It’s well con- 
structed and would offer superior protection from any winds. It has a double pane window and 
a glass door allowing lots of light to enter and, if the sun is out, even heat the inside. There’s 
enough room inside (barely) to set up a chair and card table. | asked Rivermead management 
about using it and they were enthusiastic. They even offered a padded chair and card table. 


| scouted the area around the garden shack and found locations for the two antennas | planned 
to erect. | had found a place. 


| decided | would operate QRP to minimize the battery power | would need and multiply my 
points by four. After looking through my equipment, the only thing missing was a high capac- 

ity 12V battery. After trying, and failing, to scrounge one, | bit the bullet and ordered a high-end 
LiFePO4 battery, for it’s relatively light weight and cold environment performance. My equipment 
was ready. 


The Setup 


The weather forecast for the weekend of the contest was for the coldest temperatures all winter. 
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We expected temperatures in the single digits for 
most of the contest. | remembered the famous 
saying, “It is what It is.”, and carried on. Dur- 

ing the day before the contest, when setup was 
permitted, | went down to the shack and used an 
AirBoss launcher to launch fishing weights with 
attached line into the trees. | used this to pull up 
some antenna rope which | used to raise the an- 
tennas. This exercise was harder than it sounds. 
It's easy to break the fish line, and tying knots in : 
the cold was no fun. Darkness fell too quickly and ™ 
| had to raise the last antenna the next day, as well 
as set up all the equipment. 


ea 
The Shack 


Operation and Results 


Finally it came time to operate, almost an after- 
thought compared with the setup. | was wearing 
my expedition weight down jacket, long under- 
wear, sweaters, wool pants, etc. With all this 
clothing, operating was reasonably comfortable 
as shown by the fact | could operate the keyboard 
of the computer with fingers that still worked well, 
much better than they did when tying knots for the 
antenna raising. 


Things got colder during the night, but | was still 
comfortable enough. However, my laptop had 
issues. It decided it was out of power, even while 
it showed the battery at 80% of capacity. | finally 
gave up about 10:30, about an hour and a half 
before | had planned. | had 23 contacts in the log. 


. " 
a) Ww 
Sunday morning dawned, and my outside ther- Z | 4 y : 
mometer showed -5F. Brrrrr. | ate breakfast, giving Selfie at the operating position 
the morning sun a chance to warm things up, and 
headed down to the shack. | managed another 17 
contacts before time ran out. 


In all, | had 21 Morse code contacts, 13 digital, 
and 6 phone. | had managed contacts with On- 
tario, and 18 states including Utah, Arizona, and 
Washington. My unchecked score was 1728 points 
from the contacts, and 4500 from the bonus points 
for a total of 6228. A good effort. 


The Operator 
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WVARA CQP Results 

Forwarded by Dean, N6DE and Ron, W8RJL 
N6E (W9KKN @NWE6EP) S/O-Assisted HP: 315,636 points 
K6U (N6DE & W6EMY @WE6EMY) M/S HP: 270,180 
W6BO (K6El, W6ESL, W6BO & NT7Q @WE6EBO) M/M LP: 152,247 
W8RJL/6 S/O HP: 131,340 
W6IA (W6IA & W7EEE) M/M HP: 25,704 (50% of 52,758 total) 
W6FB S/O HP: 22,344 
W6ZZZ (KOXI) S/O LP: 15,040 
KC6ZKT S/O LP: 6,984 
KC7XE S/O HP: 5,394 
K6WV S/O HP: 4,080 
WE6BG S/O LP: 858 
N5YJZ/6 S/O LP: 8 


WVARA Net Check-Ins (W6PIY) 
Tuesdays at 8:30 PM 
all Sign 02/09/21 02/16/21 02/23/21 03/02/21 
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New Members: 


The following new member 
joined WVARA recently: 


Richard Pederson, KE6EZ 
Welcome!!! 


2021 WVARA Board 


President: Clay Couger, N5YJZ 
Vice President: Jim Peterson, K6E! 
Secretary: Mark Sayre, W6IA 
Treasurer: Russ Blahetka, WD9DD 
Past President: Bill Fehring, W9KKN 


Directors: 

Chuck Kamas, AD6CL, 2020-2021 
Steve Sergeant, KC6ZKT, 2020-2021 
Dave Schultheis, WB6KHP, 2020-2021 
Bobby Barnett, KOXI, 2021-2022 
Svend Jensen, KF6EMB, 2021-2022 
Kevin Smith, KK6VF, 2021-2022 


The Heterodyne is published monthly 
by the West Valley Amateur Radio 
Association and sent to all club mem- 
bers via the web. Please obtain per- 
mission from the author to re-publish 
any article in this publication. 


73 


Club Web Page: www.wvara.org 
Heterodyne Editor: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Internet Postmaster: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
LOTW Certificates: Phil Verinsky, W6PK 
Meeting Refreshments: Kevin Smith, 
KK6VF 

Repeater Trustee: Chuck Kamas, AD6CL 
Webmaster: Larry Goodwin, KG6ENF 


Speaker Committee: 
John Glass, NU6P 
Scott Emery, AD6RY 
Jim Peterson, K6El 
Jon Kelley, KGWV 
Phil Verinsky, W6PK 


Club address: 

West Valley Amateur Radio Assn 
P.O. Box 6544 

San Jose, CA 95150-6544 
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